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New Books 
 

The Poverty of Work:  Selling Servant, Slave and Temporary Labor on the Free 

Market  (Brill, 2016) 
By David Van Arsdale, SUNY Onondaga 
 

From the publisher: 

 “In The Poverty of Work, Van Arsdale goes inside the world of temping and discovers a 

type of work dreadfully insecure yet growing rapidly. Furthermore, through a comprehensive 

historiography, he illustrates how employment agencies moved from England to North America 

during the colonial period, where they sold workers into many deprived employment statuses, 

including indentured servitude and slavery.  

 Van Arsdale contends that had the history of employment agencies been better 

understood, they would have likely been abolished with slavery, or at the very least, more tightly 

controlled by government. Today, left largely unregulated, employment agencies are powerful 

corporations generating astonishing revenue by selling flexible, on-demand temporary workers. 

Unfortunately, this labor is trapping millions in a cycle of unemployment, despair, and poverty.” 

 

 

 

 

Lessons Learned from Popular Culture (SUNY Press, 2016)  

by Tim Delaney, SUNY Oswego and Tim Madigan, St. John Fisher College 
 

From the publisher: 

“Informative and entertaining introduction to the study of popular culture. 

 As the ‘culture of the people,’ popular culture provides a sense of identity that binds 

individuals to the greater society and unites the masses on ideals of acceptable forms of behavior. 

Lessons Learned from Popular Culture offers an informative and entertaining look at the social 

relevance of popular culture. Focusing on a wide range of topics, including film, television, 

social media, music, radio, cartoons and comics, books, fashion, celebrities, sports, and virtual 

reality, Tim Delaney and Tim Madigan demonstrate how popular culture, in contrast to folk or 

high culture, gives individuals an opportunity to impact, modify, or even change prevailing 

sentiments and norms of behavior. For each topic, they include six engaging and accessible 

stories that conclude with short life lessons. Whether you’re a fan of The Big Bang Theory or 

Seinfeld, the Beatles or Beyoncé, Charlie Brown or Superman, there’s something for everyone. 


